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Annotanusi. Orican cKeJeT B3pociioro camua Bison priscus cf. priscus, BRIKOTIAHHBIA B MECTOHAXOK/1e-
nun Kocuka Actpaxanckoit oomactu B 2009 . Haxoznka Obia mpuypodeHa K CI0I0 CHHI'MIBCKAX TEMHO-ce-
pBIX TIMH. Bo3pacT BMemaomux oTIOKeHHH, C(POPMUPOBABIINXCS B 3aKIFOYUTEIIBHBINH, pETrPECCHUBHBIN, dTall
pa3BUTHSI paHHEXazapckoro OacceifHa, JaTHpyeTcs BTOPOW IMOJOBHHOM cpenHero mueiictonena (MIS 7-6).
W3 TOM TONIIM MTPOMCXOAAT OCTATKU W JPYTUX TPEICTaBUTENEH Xa3apcKkoro (payHHCTHYECKOTO KOMILIEKCA.
Ckerter mpecTaBieH OOJbIIeH YacThI0 KOCTEH, HO Yeperl MOBPEXK/ICH; POTOBBIE CTEPIKHU OTCYTCTBYIOT. Jli1st
OITMCAHUS ITPUBJICUCHBI JAHHBIC O HAXOJIKE HETIOJHOTO Yeperna OM30Ha U3 CHHTMIIBCKHX IVIMH 3TOTO XKe MECTO-
HAXOXKJIEHUsI; pOTOBbIE CTEP>KHU 3TOTO Yepemna AJIMHHBIE, 3aTHyThle BBepX. CpaBHUTENBHBIN aHAIU3 uepena
1 KOCTeW MOCTKPAaHUAJIBHOTO CKeJleTa C THIUYHBIMU Bison priscus priscus w3 3anagHoi CuOMpH moxasain
MIPUHAJUIC)KHOCTh 0COOH K JIECOCTEITHOW (pOpME M CBUJICTEIBCTBYET O CMEIIAHHOM THITC TMTAHMSI, BKITIOYaB-
1IEM 3HAUUTENIbHOE KOJINYECTBO BETOYHO-TUCTBEHHOr0 KopMa. KpymHble KOCTH KOHEUHOCTEH OTINYA0TCS 3a-
METHOW MacCHBHOCTBIO. POpMa JIONAaTOYHO-TIIIEYEBOT0 CyCcTaBa MPEAIoNaraeT JOCTaTOYHO OOJIBIIYIO €ro Mo-
JIBIDKHOCTB. BBICOTa peKOHCTPYHpPOBAaHHOTO ckeeTa B xoske cocrapisteT 200 e, amuna 330 cm. [Tanunomo-
TMYECKHE JaHHbIC YKa3bIBAIOT HAa paclpoCTpaHeHHE B pailoHe 3aXOPOHEHHsI OM30HA CTEITHOM U JIECOCTEITHOM
PacTUTENBHOCTH, MPEACTABISBILICH cO00H coueTaHHe XBOHHO-MEJIKOJIMCTBEHHBIX JIECOB C PEIKUM ydacTHEM
LIMPOKOJIUCTBEHHBIX MTOPOJ U JIyTOBO-CTEITHON PaCTUTEIBHOCTH.

KiroueBble ciioBa: cpeHuil TuieiicTolieH, AcTpaxaHcKasi 00JacTh, CKEJIETHBIE OCTaTku Bison priscus,
CHHTHJIbCKUE OTIIOKEHUSI, Xazapckas (ayHa.

THE SKELETON OF BISON PRISCUS (MAMMALIA: ARTIODACTYLA: BOVIDAE)
FROM THE SINGIL DEPOSITS NEAR THE VILLAGE OF KOSIKA,
ASTRAKHAN REGION OF RUSSIA
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Abstract. The skeleton of an adult male Bison priscus cf. priscus, which was excavated in the Kosika locality
in the Astrakhan Region in 2009, is described. The find was confined to a layer of Singil dark gray clays. The
age of the enclosing sediments formed during the final regressive stage of the Early Khazar basin development
dates back to the second half of the Middle Pleistocene (MIS 7-6). Remains of other representatives of the
Khazar faunal complex come from this strata. The skeleton consists of most part of the bones, but the skull is
damaged; horny cores are absent. The description uses data on the discovery of an incomplete bison skull from
the Singil clays of the same locality. The horny cores of this skull are long and curved upward. A comparative
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analysis of the skull and bones of the postcranial skeleton with typical Bison priscus priscus from Western
Siberia showed that the individual belonged to the forest-steppe form with a mixed type of nutrition, which
included a significant amount of twig-leaf food. The large bones of the limbs are noticeably massive. The shape
of the scapulohumeral joint indicates its fairly high mobility. The height of the reconstructed skeleton at the
withers is 200 c¢m, the length is 330 cm. Palynological data indicate the distribution of steppe and forest-steppe
vegetation in the bison burial area, which was a combination of coniferous-small-leaved forests with rare
participation of broad-leaved species and meadow-steppe vegetation.

Keywords: Middle Pleistocene, Astrakhan Region, skeletal remains of Bison priscus, Singil deposits,
Khazar fauna.
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