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COJIHEYHBIA OKYHb LEPOMIS GIBBOSUS (CENTRARCHIDAE):
MNPOJOJKEHUE DKCIIAHCHUU B A3B0BCKOM BACCEMHE
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AnHoranus. [Ipencrasien neTaabHbI aHATN3 CTPEMUTENBHON YKCIIAHCUM MHBA3MOHHOTO BH/JIA, COJIHEU-
HOTO OKYHs1 Lepomis gibbosus, B ipecHOBOIHBIE 3kocucteMbl CeBepHoro [Ipna3oBbsi. Briepsrle 3apeructpu-
poBanHbii B peruone B 2006 1., k 2014 1. BUI cTaim MaccoBBIM B MaJIbIX peKax, a Takke BojgoeMax JloHerko-
ro kpsxka U [Ipra3oBCKoOi BO3BBIIEHHOCTH. 3apEeTUCTPUPOBAHA pe3Kasi aKTUBU3ALUS MIPOLECCa PACCENEHUS:
ocenbio 2023 1. OblTa OTMEYeHa MacIITaOHast MHBa3Ms B 1eNbTy JloHa M ero mpuToky, a k 2024 1. BU IPOHHUK
B PEKH CEBEPO-BOCTOYHOTO 1T0OEpekbst TaraHporckoro 3anusa. Paccenenue Buia MpouCXOANT U3 JIBYX OCHOB-
HBIX 04aroB-JIOHOPOB: akBaTOpuU A30BCKOTO MOpst 1 Oacceitna p. CeBepckuii JloHer.

ConHeuHbl OKyHb IEMOHCTPUPYET UCKIIOUUTEIBHO BEICOKYIO CKOPOCTh PACIIPOCTPAHEHHs], aKTUBHO OCBa-
MBasi pa3HOOOpa3HbIe HOBBIC OMOTOIIBI, YTO MPEACTABISIET CEPHE3HYIO YTPO3Y sl a0OPUTECHHOW UXTHO]AYHBI
BCJIE/ICTBHE TIHIIEBON KOHKYPEHIIMM M XMIIHUYecTBa. [IprBeieHbl mogpoOHbie MOpHOMETpUIECKUE JTaHHbIC
oco0eif 3a TIepBbIe JIBa Tofla SKCIIAaHCHH B Oacceline [loHa, 9To IMO3BOJISIET OIIEHUTH TEMIIBI POCTa U aJlanTaly-
OHHBII NoTeHIuan nonynanuu. Ha ocHoBe aHanu3a myTeil pacceneHus U 3KOJIOTHUeCKUX NPEANoYTeHNH BUaa
MIPOTHO3UPYIOTCSI €70 NOTEHIMAIbHBIC HOBBIC MeCTa O0MTaHHs B perHoHe. KpUTHKyeTcst CyIIecTBY IO B Ka-
YeCTBE HEOTIIOKHBIX MEp IPOTHBOCHCTBHSI HOPMATHB BbIIOBa (10 Kr/cyTKn Ha ppiOaka), KOTOPbIN HE COOTBET-
CTBYET MHBa3MOHHOMY cTarycy Buja. [loguepkuBaeTcst mepBOCTENEHHAs HEOOXOMMOCTB JKECTKOTO KOHTPOJIS
3a MepeMelIeHueM PhIOOTIOCaI0YHOr0 Marepuaa JJisl IPeIoTBPAICHHs JalbHEeHIIeH HerrpesHaMepeHHOH 1
MpeJHAMEPEHHON UHTPOIYKIIUH.

KuroueBble ciioBa: Lepomis gibbosus, COMTHEYHON OKYHB, peKiu A30BCKOTO OacceiiHa, pacipoCTpaHCHUE,
YyKEPOIHBINA BUJI, OMOJIOTHYCCKAST HHBA3HS.

PUMPKINSEED LEPOMIS GIBBOSUS (CENTRARCHIDAE):
CONTINUED EXPANSION INTO THE AZOV BASIN

G.E. Guskov', V.V. Martynov>

Abstract. This paper presents a detailed analysis of the rapid expansion of an invasive species, the
Pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus, into the freshwater ecosystems of the Northern Azov region. First recorded
in the region in 2006, by 2014 the species had become widespread in small rivers, as well as reservoirs of the
Donetsk Ridge and the Azov Upland. Of particular concern is the dramatic intensification of the process: in
the fall of 2023, a large-scale invasion of the Don River delta and its tributaries was noted, and by 2024, the
species had penetrated into the rivers of the northeastern coast of the Taganrog Bay. The study establishes that
the settlement of the species occurs from two main donor foci: the waters of the Sea of Azov and the basin of
the Severskiy Donets River.

The Pumpkinseed demonstrates an exceptionally high rate of distribution, actively developing a variety of
new biotopes, which poses a serious threat to the native ichthyofauna due to food competition and predation.
The article provides detailed morphometric data of individuals for the first two years of expansion in the Don
basin, which allows us to assess the growth rate and adaptive potential of the population. Based on the analysis
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of the settlement routes and ecological preferences of the species, its potential new habitats in the region are
predicted. The existing catch standard (10 kg/day per fisherman), which does not correspond to the invasive
status of the species, is criticized as an urgent counteraction measure. The primary need for strict control over
the movement of fish-planting material is emphasized in order to prevent further anthropogenic spread.

Keywords: Lepomis gibbosus, Pumpkinseed, rivers of the Azov basin, distribution, alien species, biological
invasion.
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